
Dear families,
Welcome to our final newsletter of Spring 1! This
half-term has truly flown by, and despite the rainy,
cold mornings, we’ve had lots of fun along the way!We’ve improved our enrichment offer with Rock

Steady Music, a lunchtime choir for Key Stage 1, a
dance club and even a tutoring club on a Friday too!We’ve been working hard on our teaching to ensure

that we are adapting to what our students need the
most, and looking how we can provide the most
effective feedback to help them progress.There have been many trips too - from Camden Arts

Centre, to tournaments and Pizza Express, and even
a visit from the famous Gareth Malone today!
 
We’ve learnt more about our mental health,
celebrated the Lunar New Year, and worked on our
speaking and listening so we can become fantastic
orators.

All of this in just six weeks, and parents’ evenings
too! We hope you have a wonderful break, and we
look forward to seeing you for all the amazing events
we have planned in Spring 2!

Best wishes
Ms Green

 instagram:
gladstoneparkprimary - here’s

where you’ll find snippets of

school life & information you

need!
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Don’t forget to check out our
tuition club, key dates and lots

more here!



YEAR 1

Year 2 have been fully immersed in developing their
artistic talents, working alongside inspiring artists
from the Camden Art Centre. The children have
shown fantastic creativity, confidence and focus as
they explored new techniques and expressed their
ideas through art. Alongside this, they have been
strengthening their mathematical skills, mastering
doubling and halving, and building their
understanding of multiplication and division. It has
been wonderful to see their confidence grow across
both creative and mathematical learning.

It’s been a busy fortnight in Year 1! We have
been getting stuck into learning about  
doubles in Maths. We know that doubling
means having two of the same amount. We
have been using ten frames and counters to
help us show doubles clearly. First, we start
with red counters and then double the amount
by adding the same number of yellow counters.
After that, we use our oracy skills to talk
through our thinking and explain how we know
the answer. Ask us to show you!

YEAR
UPDATES

YEAR
UPDATES RECEPTION

We recently enjoyed a lovely workshop with theDrama4All company. The children had a wonderfultime exploring the theme “Midnight in the Toyshop”,using drama, dance, and singing to bring the storyto life.
Through these creative activities, the childrendeveloped their confidence, concentration, andsocial skills, while having lots of fun and expressingtheir imaginations. It was a joyful and engagingexperience for everyone involved. We are lookingforward tod see you during parents evening todiscuss your child's progress. Thank you for yourongoing support Reception team

YEAR 2

NURSERY

In Nursery, the children had a wonderful

time in their Drama4all workshop, "Midnight

in the Toy Shop." They used their

imaginations to pretend they worked in a

toy shop and even acted out toys coming to

life. We have also been learning about

Lunar New Year. The children enjoyed

exploring the festival through sensory play,

making lucky red envelopes, and learning

about the Year of the Horse. 



YEAR 3
Children in Year 3 have been learning
about The Shang Dynasty as part of their
history unit this half term and have enjoyed
stories of Fu Hao (a great military leader).
Children also learnt about Chinese oracle
bones. These bones were used to tell the
future. Miss Yu brought in some replicas for
the classes to study and explore the
Chinese characters written on them. Look
at the excitement as the children looked at
the bones! They even copied some of the
Chinese letters!

YEAR 6

YEAR
UPDATES

YEAR
UPDATES

YEAR 4

 This week, Year 6 have enjoyed learning samba
and developing their skills, alongside completing
mock SATs to help prepare them for the
assessments in May. The children approached the
week with real focus and determination, and many

showed how much progress they have made. We
are very proud of their effort, resilience, and
growing confidence—well done, Year 6.
Areminder that our next assessments are the 9
March so please ensure your child is here every
day!

th

These past couple of weeks we have been getting
stuck in with lots of practical activities! We’ve
been learning all about forces in science and
carried out an air resistance experiment, getting
crafty by making our own parachutes! We also
printed our designs in art, bringing to life our
beautiful, nature inspired designs. In English
have written our narrative for The Lighthouse
and in maths, we’ve loved working on fractions
again, this time multiplying them with mixed
numbers and finding fractions of an amount. 

YEAR 5

Year 4 have been reading the book: Tamarind
and the star of Ishta. The book has taken
children to India, exploring the culture through
an enriching text. Over the last few weeks,
children have been using their knowledge from
the text to debate complex scenarios in the story.
In the story, Tamarind learns how her mother
died and is lead by a cloaked, majestic girl to a
statue. The children used their inference skills to
explore whether the statue could have been
Tamarind’s mother, as it was sculpted as an
angel We can’t wait to show you our reading
lessons in the workshops after half term!
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ATTENDANCEATTENDANCE

ReceptionReception

Year 1Year 1

Year 2Year 2

Year 4Year 4

Year 6Year 6

Thank you to all our families for the fantastic
support you continue to show with attendance.
Ensuring your child is in school every day really
does make a difference, and we appreciate the

time many of you have taken to speak with staff
about any barriers that might make daily

attendance a challenge. Working together helps
us find the best solutions for our children.

After half term, we’re excited to introduce some
new attendance incentives, along with

celebrations for pupils who are here every day
and on time — we can’t wait to share more

details soon!

We hope you all have a restful half term break
and that the children return refreshed and

ready for Spring 2.

A gentle reminder that, wherever possible,
appointments should be arranged outside of
learning time. If this can’t be avoided, please

give the school office plenty of notice so we can
support your child’s learning as effectively as

possible.

Thank you, as always, for your continued
support.



NOTICESNOTICES

Tutoring Club!

We’re working with First Class Learning Tuition
to host a maths tutoring club at Gladstone
Park for just £50 a month.
If you’d be interested in signing your children
up, please click on link below

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1188bKPDxRJT
H64HIrkjuoQiCStINLW2IN7X-
kkwsJkU/viewform?
usp=drivesdk&chromeless=1&edit_requested=tru
e

Follow us on Instagram:
gladstoneparkprimary

Rock Steady Music School

We only have a small number of places left for
students in Years 1-3 to sign up for RockSteady!
Please see the letter sent out via MCAS to sign up.

Parents’ Survey

Please scan the QR code to give us your
feedback on how we’re doing as a school, and
what we can improve to make our experience
for you and our students even better!



We have been working very hard
to fulfil our commitments to The
Gladstone Park Pledge. The first
half of the Spring term has
already seen us embark on
exciting visits to Willesden
Library, Camden Arts Centre and
Pizza Express and there is so much
more planned for the next 5 weeks
after half term!

Alongside our exciting external visits, we have mapped out our other commitments to the pledge
for Spring 2. Take a look at the enrichment opportunities we have planned for our children after
the half term break!

OUR SCHOOL
LEADERSOUR SCHOOL
LEADERS

Our Sports Captains have been committed to a very similar job outside of the
school building. They have taken on a huge responsibility to make sure that all
of the school’s playground and sports equipment is available for our children’s
break and lunch time. When the whistle goes to end playtime, the Sports
Captains leap into action to make sure that everything goes back into its
rightful place - protecting equipment for further use and saving the school’s
budget! The Sports Captains have been huge role models this half term, helping
the coaches to set up the PE lessons and showing all of the school values in
every aspect of the school day!

THE GLADSTONE
PARK PLEDGETHE GLADSTONE
PARK PLEDGE

Our school leaders are having a huge impact on the way
our school is managed. The librarians have been

responsible in keeping our reading spaces looking tidy
and inviting for our keen readers. We know that our

library isn’t a place for show - we want our library to be
a place where books are taken from the bookcases

regularly with an excitement for reading! Our
librarians are the people behind making sure that books
are put back onto the correct bookshelf and under the

appropriate heading. The children love their library
work so much that the joy of this responsibility has

sparked others across the school to want to join them.
Our librarians have are empowering and inspiring!



At Gladstone Park, we teach early reading using the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
Revised programme. This systematic phonics approach helps children to build strong
foundations in reading by learning letter sounds, blending to read words and developing
fluency.

We know that children make the most progress when school and home work together. To help
you feel confident in supporting your child, we recommend visiting the Engaging Parents
section of the Little Wandle website.

This area includes:
Short videos showing how we teach phonics
Guidance on pronouncing pure sounds correctly
Information about reading practice and books coming home
Practical tips to support reading at home

You can access it here: https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome

Spending just 5–10 minutes a day practising reading together can make a significant
difference. Thank you for your continued support in helping your child become a confident,
enthusiastic reader.

EARLY READINGEARLY READING

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/#tabnametabBooksComingHome


This half term we were excited to hold our first Thrive parent
workshop — thank you to everyone who joined us! At the session, we
explained what Thrive is, how it supports children’s emotional
wellbeing, and how it works across school. For families who could not
attend, the presentation slides have been shared via MCAS so you can
access the information easily.

Thrive is an evidence-based, whole-school behaviour and wellbeing
approach that helps us understand and support children’s social,
emotional and behavioural development. At Gladstone Park, we know
that behaviour is a form of communication, and Thrive equips us with
tools to interpret this and respond in ways that help children feel
secure, confident and ready to learn. 

You can read more about Thrive on our school website:
 🔗 https://www.gladpark.anthemtrust.uk/page/?title=Thrive&pid=83

Thrive in Action
This half term we have begun rolling out Thrive interventions in KS2,
using Thrive-Online assessments and tailored activity planning to
support pupils’ emotional development. These sessions can be
individual or small group, and help children build confidence, emotional
regulation and positive relationships.
In Spring 2, we will extend Thrive support into KS1 and EYFS, ensuring
every year group benefits from this important work to bolster
children’s mental health and wellbeing.

Our Thrive Licensed Practitioners
Thrive at Gladstone Park is led by our licensed practitioners, 
Uilani Marcis-Burog (Assistant Headteacher & DSL) 
Sonia Rea (Assistant SENDCo & Deputy DSL).

THRIVE -
OUR SCHOOL
BEHAVIOUR
APPROACH

THRIVE -
OUR SCHOOL
BEHAVIOUR
APPROACH

https://www.gladpark.anthemtrust.uk/page/?title=Thrive&pid=83&utm_source=chatgpt.com


Our Student Council have been incredibly busy this half term and
continue to be fantastic ambassadors for our school community.
They have been working hard to master and promote our RIDER
values, actively looking out for children who demonstrate these values
during playtimes each week. Their focus has been on recognising
positive behaviour, kindness and responsibility across the playground.
Working alongside Mrs Marcis, the Student Council have proudly
introduced a brand new weekly award:

🏅 The Playtime RIDERS Award
Each Friday during Celebration Assembly, the Student Council select
one child from each year group who has shown exemplary behaviour in
the playground. These children are presented with a certificate by the
council themselves — a wonderful way to celebrate positive choices
and role modelling.

In addition, the Student Council have been monitoring how our new
playground routines are working and observing how equipment is being
used. Their feedback has helped us ensure playtimes remain safe, fun
and purposeful for everyone.

Keep an eye out next half term, when our Student Council will be
leading a whole-school assembly on staying safe online — we are very
proud of their leadership and initiative!

STUDENT
COUNCIL
UPDATE

STUDENT
COUNCIL
UPDATE



CLUBS
UPDATECLUBS
UPDATE

After school Clubs

We still have spaces in the following clubs
Sewing
Dance Club
Basketball
Archery
Multi-sports
Badminton Club.

 Please send us an email on
admin@gladpark.anthemtrust.uk if you’d like to
sign your child up! 

We have been learning the Makaton Signs of the Week as part of our
commitment to supporting every child’s communication. 
Each week, we introduce a new sign and model this to our students.
This has been particularly helpful for our children with speech,
language and communication needs to understand key vocabulary and
express themselves. 

The sign of the week this week is heart.

See the Makaton video using the link here:
https://makaton.org/TMC/News_Stories/SOTW/SOTW_Cold.aspx

MAKATON SIGNS
OF THE WEEKMAKATON SIGNS
OF THE WEEK

https://makaton.org/TMC/News_Stories/SOTW/SOTW_Heart.aspx






SPRING 2
 PARENT EVENTS PARENT EVENTS

Tuesday 3rd
March 

Tuesday 3rd
March 

Thursday 26
March 

thThursday 26
March 

th

Last day of Spring 2:  Friday 27  MarchthFirst day of Spring 2: Tuesday 23   February rd

Tuesday  3rd
March

Tuesday  3rd
March

Mental Health Coffee Morning with Place2Be
9:00 -10:00

Thursday 26
February 

thThursday 26
February 

th

Tuesday 17
March

thTuesday 17
March

th

Watch a live Year 1 phonics lesson 8:45

Thursday 26
March

thThursday 26
March

th

Open Day Tours - come for a walk around! 8:45

 Rocksteady Concert 13:15 – 15:00

Please see some of our key dates for the term ahead!

Watch a live Year 4 reading lesson 8:45

Tuesday 24
February 

thTuesday 24
February 

th

Open Day Tours - come for a walk around!
8:45

Tuesday  3
March 

rdTuesday  3
March 

rd

Watch a live Year 2 reading lesson 8:45

Watch a live Year 5 reading lesson  8:45

Watch a live Year 3 reading Lesson 8:45 

Tuesday   17
March

thTuesday   17
March

th

Mother’s Day tea party for Nursery 10:00Tuesday 17
March

thTuesday 17
March

th



SPRING 2
 KEY DATES KEY DATES

Monday 13th
April

Monday 13th
April

Tuesday 17
March 

thTuesday 17
March 

th

Last day of Spring 2:  Friday 27  MarcchthFirst day of Spring 2: Tuesday 23   February rd

 World Book Day - Dress up as your favourite book
character!

Thursday  5
March

thThursday  5
March

th

INSET Day - No school for the children

Young Voices Concert for the School ChoirWednesday 25
February 

thWednesday 25
February 

th

Friday 20
March

thFriday 20
March

th
Red Nose Day - wear something red

 St. Patrick’s Day  Celebration - wear something
green

Please see some of our key dates for the term ahead!



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=pGcNtDFve0GB0B6WvxpVXIALGomjBgpEmO9F6YoFF3JUQTVFNTROUExYWkpLUFBW

QTkxT1FBNUdPRS4u









We’re inviting parents to share their feedback on the school
food offer by completing a short survey. Your views will help

shape future improvements and ensure the offer continues to
meet the needs of our school community. 

As a thank you for taking part, all responses will be entered into
a prize draw with the chance to win a £100 Amazon voucher,

and a further £100 Amazon voucher for the school. 

The survey is open until the Easter break. Survey: 

https://285qfq1abg1.typeform.com/ParentSurvey

Catering Survey


