
Dear Families, 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all to the new school year.
As many ofyou know, I am not new to the school community, having worked
alongside our children, families and staff from April 2026. It is therefore a real
privilage to begin this school year as the new Head of School.

One of the things that has really impressed me during these first few days is how
quickly the children have returned to the school routines and settled back into
their learning habits. I have enjoyed popping into classrooms and seeing
purposeful learning taking place, with students eager to share their ideas, taking
pride in their work. Pupils in Year 2 have been learning about the difference
between fact and fiction and have impressed me with the fascinating facts they
have discovered about wolves (did you know wolves have 42 teeth?!). Children
across the school are eager to share their learning, and in Year 5, pupils have
been exploring different methods of addition, including partitioning and the
column method and are able to confidently explaining their mathematical thinking
and reasoning.

The classrooms are calm and purposeful, and we are very proud of the way they
have embraced the start of the year.
In the playground year 3 pupils showed true skill and demonstrated exceptional
teamwork when teaching each other how to play hop scotch. The children were
supporting one another in the playground and demonstrating the kindness and
respect that make our school such a special place.

As we work together to ensure every child achieves their very best, there are a
few important reminders that will help support their learning:

Please ensure that reading records are brought into school regularly and
signed when you have read with your child at home.
Homework should be completed and returned on time to reinforce the learning
taking place in class.
Children should attend school in the correct uniform every day, taking pride in
their appearance and representing our school positively.
For health and safety reasons, jewellery should not be worn in school. The only
exception is a single pair of small stud earrings.
Leggings are not allowed.

Strong partnerships between home and school play a vital role in children's
success, and we greatly appreciate your support in helping us maintain these
expectations.
I am looking forward to an exciting year ahead, filled with learning, achievement
and memorable experiences for our children. Thank you for your continued
support, and I look forward to working with you throughout the year.

       Warm regards,
        Ms Hussain
          Head of School
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Our new Year 1 children have made a fantastic start
to the school year! They have been settling into their
new classrooms, learning their routines and getting
to know their teachers and new playground. Year 1
have already begun exploring their exciting English
book for this half term, Cave Baby. The children have
been enjoying talking about the different animals
and setting, developing their vocabulary about
extinct animals like mammoth. Year 1 have also been
enjoying their daily phonics sessions, revisiting key
sounds and practising blending and segmenting to
build their confidence as they settle into their new
routines. The Year 1 teachers are incredibly proud of
how well the children have settled and are so
impressed with their enthusiasm and hard work!

Our first full week is now over, and the children are beginning
to settle into their school routines and class rules. We are so

pleased with how well they are doing!
This week, we started learning our first sounds, and the

children will be bringing home their first handwriting homework
this Friday. We are not sending online homework yet. Your class

teacher will let you know when this starts.
The children are beginning to build new friendships and

relationships with their teachers and classmates, and they are
really enjoying exploring the provision we have prepared for

them.
We understand that it can sometimes be difficult to see your
child feeling upset when you leave them in the morning. Please
be reassured that, once we begin our morning routines, the

children settle very quickly. They are soon sitting beautifully on
the carpet, ready to learn and enjoy their day with us.
Thank you so much for all your support, patience and

encouragement during these first few days. It really makes a
difference.

Have a lovely weekend!
The Reception Team 🌟

YEAR 1

NURSERY

Our new year 2s have settled in so well this school
year! They have enjoyed becoming familiar with
their new classrooms, learning routines and getting
to know their teachers. Year 2 have already got
started with their English book for this half term:
'Wolves'. The children have been generating
adjectives to describe wolves and have learnt lots
of new facts and wolf packs, how they communicate
and where they live. The year 2 teachers are super
impressed with all the hard work going on.
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YEAR 2

🌟 Our First Week in Nursery 🌟
What a wonderful first week we have had in Nursery! The

children are beginning to settle into their new routines and are
becoming more familiar with their teachers, friends and the

Nursery environment.
We have been busy exploring our different areas of provision,

playing alongside our friends and getting to know the adults who
are here to support us. Some children have found the transition

a little tricky, which is completely normal, but we are already
seeing lots of smiles, growing confidence and happy moments

throughout the sessions.
We are beginning to learn our Nursery routines, including

tidying up, listening to our teachers, choosing activities and
taking care of our classroom. The children have been doing a

fantastic job!
We are so proud of how well everyone is settling in and look

forward to seeing their confidence grow over the coming weeks.
Thank you to all our Nursery families for your patience,

encouragement and support as the children begin this exciting
new journey with us.

Well done, Nursery! 💛.
 

RECEPTION



YEAR 3

What a fantastic start to Year 5! The children

have settled back into school brilliantly and

have been working hard to establish positive

routines and expectations. We have been

focusing on taking pride in our handwriting and

presentation, making sure our work is neat,

clear and something we can be proud of. ✏️

We have also jumped straight into Maths,

getting stuck into place value and developing

our understanding of numbers. Alongside this,

we have been learning all about pep talks – what

makes an effective pep talk and how we can use

our words to encourage, motivate and support

others. It has been a brilliant start to the year,

and we are looking forward to all the learning

ahead!
 

Year 6 has had an incredible start to the school

year! Last week was all about getting to know

each other and settling into our new classrooms.

We worked together through team-building
activities and games while creating our new

learning environment.
 This week we’ve started getting into the routines

and expectations of Year 6. We’ve set up our

books and begun our first poetry unit. We are

especially proud of how neat and organised our

books are! We can’t wait to see what the rest of

the year brings.

We have made it to Key Stage 2! The children have
settled in so well this week and are enjoying life upstairs!!
It has been a huge change for the children but they have
embraced it with an immense amount of maturity. When
you walk into their classrooms, you would not believe
that these children have only just started life in Year 3!
We are so impressed with the start that they have made!

The children have had a great start to life in Year 4! The
children have already immersed themselves in their new
classrooms and made themselves familiar with their new
teachers. This week, we have been working hard on our
presentation and neatness of our books. It has been so
pleasing to see the children take so much pride in their work.
By the time you come in for parent/carer meetings, then
children will have become experts in displaying beautifully
presented work!

YEAR 6
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Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Welcome back, everyone! What a fantastic first week
we've had. It has been wonderful to see our school
buzzing with excitement, happy faces and brilliant
learning taking place from day one.

A huge congratulations to two classes who achieved an
impressive 97% attendance this week. That's a fantastic
start to the year and shows a real commitment to
making every day count.

Special recognition goes to 5T, who were the winners of
our Week 1 Attendance Challenge! By achieving the
highest attendance across the first three days of term,
they secured the top spot. Phenomenal work, 5T! 👏🏆

As we settle into the new academic year, we want to
remind families of the importance of attending school
every day. These first few weeks are particularly
important, as children are establishing routines,
building relationships with new teachers and
classmates, and laying the foundations for a successful
year of learning. Missing school doesn't just mean
missing lessons; it can also mean missing out on
friendships, experiences and those important moments
that help children feel confident and connected.

A gentle reminder that term-time leave is not permitted
and requests for holidays during school time cannot be
authorised except in exceptional circumstances. We
encourage families to plan holidays during the school
breaks wherever possible.

This year, our attendance target is 97%, and we know
that by working together we can achieve it. Every day in
school is an opportunity to learn, grow and succeed.
Let's make learning truly unmissable!

Thank you for your continued support. 💙





School Council: Applications now open!

As we settle into another exciting school year, we are looking for enthusiastic, responsible and
caring pupils to join our Student Council.

The Student Council plays an important role in school life, giving children the opportunity to share
ideas, represent the views of their classmates and help make positive changes across the school. It is
a chance for pupils to develop their leadership skills, confidence and sense of responsibility while
contributing to our school community.

If your child is interested in becoming a Student Council representative, we encourage them to apply.
Successful candidates should be ready to listen to others, share ideas respectfully and serve as
positive role models for their peers.

Students should submit an application to their class teacher and we look forward to hearing from
pupils who are passionate about making a difference.

We can't wait to see the fantastic ideas and enthusiasm our children bring to this year's Student
Council! Together, we can make this another successful year for our school community.

. 
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We have been learning the Makaton Signs of the Week as part of our
commitment to supporting every child’s communication. 
Each week, we introduce a new sign and model this to our students.
This has been particularly helpful for our children with speech,
language and communication needs to understand key vocabulary and
express themselves. 

The sign of the week this week is teddy. 

See the Makaton video using the link here:
https://makaton.org/TMC/News_Stories/SOTW/SOTW_Teddy.aspx



Attention parents! Please refer to our Parent
handbook found on our website for any school
policies, uniform guidelines, absence procedures etc.

https://www.gladpark.anthemtrust.uk/our-school
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Embedding Thrive Across Our School

 This year, we are continuing our commitment to the Thrive approach and have started
from day one to ensure it becomes firmly embedded in everyday school life.

Thrive helps us to support children's emotional wellbeing, build resilience and develop the
social and emotional skills they need to succeed both in and out of the classroom. Our

staff have been working hard to incorporate Thrive principles into their daily practice,
creating calm, supportive and nurturing learning environments where every child feels

safe, valued and ready to learn.

Already, we are seeing teachers confidently using Thrive strategies throughout the
school day. Through positive relationships, predictable routines, emotional check-ins and

supportive conversations, staff are helping children to understand and manage their
feelings while developing confidence and independence.

It has been wonderful to see how positively pupils have responded. Children are engaging
well with the approach, using the language of emotions more confidently and

demonstrating the respectful, caring behaviours that help our school community to
thrive.

As the year progresses, we will continue to strengthen this work so that Thrive becomes
an integral part of our school's culture. We look forward to sharing more about the

positive impact of Thrive and how it supports every child to flourish academically, socially
and emotionally.

OUR THRIVE JOURNEY
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